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Turntables Explained 
 
The The SL-1200/Mk.II remains the industry standard turntable for DJ applications.  Its popularity stems from a combination of great design, durability, and the essential 
features required for turntablism i.e. responsive speed control, good tracking and a hi-torque direct drive motor.  The built in Quartz Synthesizer circuitry locks the platter speed, 
as dictated by the pitch control, to ensure accurate playback under the most demanding conditions.   In addition, the whole turntable is housed in a precision molded, aluminum 
die-cast cabinet with heavy rubber base to prevent feedback.  Since its introduction on to the market, many competitors have tried to duplicate and improve the design, yet 
none so far have surpassed the build quality and service life of this classic turntable. 

Pitch Control 
A fine adjustment to the rotation 
speed of the platter, usually between 
+/- 8% but increased on later models. 

Platter 
The motorized plate that rotates 
the record for playback.  The dots 
on the side of the platter work with 
the stroboscope light to display the 
current direction and speed of 
rotation. 

Power On/Off 
Switches the power to the 
turntable motor from on to off.  
Also houses the stroboscope light 

Start/Stop button 
Starts and stops the turntable 
motor. 

Speed Control 
Changes the rotational speed of 
the platter from 33 to 45 
revolutions per minute (RPM). 

Head Shell 
Holds and connects the 
cartridge and stylus to the tone 
arm. 

Tone Arm 
Distirbutes the weight between the cartridge and counter weight to hold the 
stylus in the record griooves.  Audio from the cartridge is passed along the 
tone arm from the headshell  and into to the turntable electronics for output to 
the mixer. 

Anti-Skating control 
As the record rotates, centrifugal 
force can drag the headshell towards 
the centre of the platter. The anti-
skating control counteracts this by 
applying adjustable amounts of extra 
‘force’ to the tone arm. 

Tone Arrm Height Adjust 
Enables the raising and lowering of 
tone arm height in order to apply 
more downforce onto the stylus. 

Counter Weight 
Adjusts the amount of weight placed 
along the length of the tone arm and 
on to the cartridge. 

Stylus Lamp 
Illuminates the stylus and grooves 
across the record for easy location 
in dark environments. 


